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SHIPWRECKS & Stories of the Sea 

 

The Gulf Stream 

¶ The M.V. Gulf Stream was a 145-foot steel-hulled passenger vessel, part of the Gulf 

Lines, and served Powell River and the surrounding area.  

¶ On the stormy evening of October 11, 1947, after unloading at the Westview Wharf, the 

Gulf Stream made its way to Lund with 15 passengers aboard. 

¶ The boat never reached its destination because at 8:20 pm the vessel hit Dinner Rock.  

¶ The scene was very traumatic: within mere moments after the crash, the cold-water 

poured in and the lights went out.  

¶ Five lives were lost: three children and two women were trapped and drowned in their 

staterooms.  

¶ Henry Pavid (who was the organist at the Patricia for a time) and his wife, lost their 

young infant to this tragedy. Henry had his child in his arms trying to get to safety, when 

a rush of water took his child away forever. 

¶ The rescue was quick, at 10:40 pm, survivors were landing back at the Powell River dock, 

brought there by a fish packer the Betty L. who had seen the flashing lights off Dinner 

Rock.  

¶ News of the disastrous event was all over the province within days. Al Alsgard, publisher 

of the Powell River Town Crier and Powell River News at the time, was informed late at 

night of the crash. He obtained on-site photos of the incident the very next morning (see 

photos below). An extra edition for the newspaper was made that very day (October 12) 

and was distributed by his son, Stewart Alsgard and his friends around town.  

¶ Today the abandoned ship sits at 160 feet underwater just off Dinner Rock, where scuba 

divers can explore the wreck and the various sea life now growing on it.  

¶ There is also a white memorial cross, erected on the small islet, to commemorate the 

traumatic events of that night in 1947.   
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