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SHIPWRECKS & Stories of the Sea

The Gulf Stream

1 The M.V. Gulf Strearwas a 145-foot steel-hulled passenger vessel, part of the Gulf
Lines, and served Powell River and the surrounding area.

1 On the stormy evening of October 11, 1947, after unloading at the Westview Wharf, the
Gulf Streammade its way to Lund with 15 passengers aboard.

1 The boat never reached its destination because at 8:20 pm the vessel hit Dinner Rock.

1 The scene was very traumatic: within mere moments after the crash, the cold-water
poured in and the lights went out.

1 Five lives were lost: three children and two women were trapped and drowned in their
staterooms.

1 Henry Pavid (who was the organist at the Patricia for a time) and his wife, lost their
young infant to this tragedy. Henry had his child in his arms trying to get to safety, when
a rush of water took his child away forever.

1 The rescue was quick, at 10:40 pm, survivors were landing back at the Powell River dock,
brought there by a fish packer the Betty Lwho had seen the flashing lights off Dinner
Rock.

1 News of the disastrous event was all over the province within days. Al Alsgard, publisher
of the Powell Rrer Town Crierand Powell River Nesat the time, was informed late at
night of the crash. He obtained on-site photos of the incident the very next morning (see
photos below). An extra edition for the newspaper was made that very day (October 12)
and was distributed by his son, Stewart Alsgard and his friends around town.

1 Today the abandoned ship sits at 160 feet underwater just off Dinner Rock, where scuba
divers can explore the wreck and the various sea life now growing on it.

1 There is also a white memorial cross, erected on the small islet, to commemorate the

traumatic events of that night in 1947,
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Daring - Rescue Saves
Lives of 10 Passengers

FIVE PEOPLE, three of them children and

two women, are believed trapped and
drowned in their staterooms at the after-
end of MV. Gulf Stream which crashed full
speed into Dinner Rock last night at about
8:20 p.m.

MYV. Gulf Stream was running at full
speed northbound from Westview to Lund.
The 145-foot steel-hulled vessel, added to
the Gulf Lines fleet last summer, ran up
the southern edge of Dinner Rock, which
:nters the water at an angle of about 45
legrees, for about one-third of her length,
hen tipped sharply to port.

“It was all pver in about ten seconds,”

aid Captain Jack Craddock, commanding

the vessel. Captain Roy Barry, senior skip-

per of the fleet and normally in command
of the “Stream” is on holidays.

He had checked the vessel on her course about ten
minutes previously and left the second mate on watch, Roy
Ketchem, in the pilot house, a normal procedure with ships
under way

‘He 1s an entirely capable officer and has been with
Gulf Lines since we started,”” Mr. Craddock said.

TRICKY PASSAGE

Dinner Rock is eight miles north of Powell River, lying
on the mainland side of Savary Island, close to the shore.
The water passage between Savary Island and the mainland
is narrow and tide-ridden, coast skippers declare. Ships
traveling north hug the mainland to avoid Mystery Reef,
near Harwood Island, then swing out to avoid Dinner Rock
and cut in land at Lund. Capt. J. R. MacKay, of the King-
come Tug “Ivanhoe”, described the passage as “tricky’’.

Within minutes the sharply-listing vessel was a scene of
orderly activity: Twenty-two crew members and fourteen
passengers gathered on the starboard side of the hull, listing
at a very sharp angle, and injured passengers (none of
them seriously hurt) were taken by lifeboat to the fishpacker
“Betty L, of Colonial Packers Ltd., Vancouver, which fortun-
nately was not far behind the Gulf Stream. The packer, com-
manded by Capt. West, took to the lee side of Dinner Rock
and aboard all the remaining survivors, landing them
at Powell River dock at 10:40 p.m., where Center and Hanna
ambulance was waiting to transfer ‘them to hospital.

UNDER IN SECONDS

Within a few seconds after hitting the rock, which is
about the size of an average city block, the stern end of the
vessel was entirely under water, owing to the distance the
ship had run on to the rocl: at the bow.

Five passengers, three of them children, were trapped
in this section of the lllip, which filled immediately with water.

‘See “Five Missing as ‘Stream’ Grounded—Page 4).
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Chief Officer's
Heroism Saves
Life of Lady

HEROISM of Captain Frank

Petersen in last night's
disaster is credited with saving
the life of Mrs. George Walkem,

MV: GULF STREAM, victim of last night's marine disaster
eight miles north of Powell River, started operation
between Vancouver and Westview in December. A con-
verted 145-foot luxury yacht, she is the Gulf Lines Limited
second passenger ship to go into service on this run. Under
the seniivr wommund of Captain Roy Barry, she was under
relief command of Captain James Craddock last night and
was on her way to Savary Island, enroute to Cortez Bay.

Ten Passengers, Crewmen Saved ... .

Three Children and
Two Women Lost

of V: . widow of the late
president of the Gulf of Geogia
Towing Company.

Mrs. Walkem, 79, was in a sa-
loon amidships talking to an-
other passenger and Captain
Petersen, who was chief officer
of the “Stream” and is relief
skipper for the Gulf Lines ves-
suls,

“Captain Petersen somehow
got me out and lhnts the only
reason I'm here now,” she told
The News, from her hospital
bed. She is not seriously hurt.

The ship lurched, she said,
and “suddenly the lounge was
full of water. I felt someone
grab me and haul me through
a window. Then we were on
the ship’s side.”

Captain Petersen smashed
windows with his hands in his
successful fight to bring the
elderly lady to safety, and made
it possible for another cabin
passenger, Mr. H. Pavid, to reach
safety the same way. Mr. Pavid
lost his daughter, Jeanie, 18-
months old, when she was swept
?m his arms as the water rush-

in.

Helping Hand
Offered Quickly

TYPICAL of the instant desire
to help which is a
characteristic was the it to
Fuwell River hospital st noon

MISSING, believed trapped and d in the
or after-cabins of the Gulf Stmm, are:
Mrs. K. Elliot, 1125 West H Street, Vi ;

Her 2-ye¢wold son, Lyle.

A three-year old boy, Douglas Lipsett, of Vancouver,
travelling with Mrs. Elliot, presumably to Savary lIsland for
the week-end- He was the son of Mrs. Elliot's brother-in-law,
of Yancouver, Gordon Lipsett.

Mrs. S. Fleck, of Refuge Cove.

Jeanie, the 18-month-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H.
Pavid, also of Refuge Cove. The child was swept out of her
father’s arms by the force of the crash, and disappeared.

Suffering slight lmnnl. cuts and shock, and confined
to Powell River hosp Mr. Fleck, Mr.
and Mrs. H. Puvrd, Mrs- G H Ellll, Miss Mul'nm Russell,
Mrs. Beverley R I, and Mrs. G Wall of Van-
couver.

(See “Three Children and Two Women"—Page 4).
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