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Gulf War Protest

Who: students from Brooks and Oceanview Junior Secondary School

What: march and protest

When: January 21°, 1991

Where: from Brooks to the Cenotaph in Memorial Park (besides Dwight Hall)

Why: public demonstration of their opposition to Canada’s involvement in the Gulf War

IDNDO034024 Photo from the Town Crier newspaper.

What was the Gulf War?

War led by the United States against Iraq, in response to Iraq’s invasion and annexation of
Kuwait (country bordering northern end of Iraqg).

The conflict between Iraq and Kuwait arose from oil pricing and production disputes.
Kuwait was invaded on August 2, 1990 by the Iraqgi Army.

Iraq saw immediate disapproval from other countries internationally.

Forces, mainly from the UK and the US, were sent to expel Iraqgi forces from Kuwait on January
17, 1991. It resulted in 5 weeks of aerial and naval bombardment.
Kuwait was liberated and the war ended on February 28, 1991.

How was Canada involved?

Around 4,000 Canadian Soldiers, served in the Persian Gulf region during 1990-91.
Learn more here.

Protests seen throughout the country, opposing Canada’s involvement. Watch a live protest
from the CBC Archives here.


https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/wars-and-conflicts/gulf-war
https://www.cbc.ca/archives/entry/canadian-women-march-for-peace
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Students rally

by Judith Isabella

Staff Reporter

Call them the children of the
children of the sixties

Studeats froem Brooks and Ocean-
view Junior High Schools took to the
streets last week to protest Canada's
involvement in the Gulf War.

'*My parents protested the Viet-
nam War,"" said student orgamzer
Danya Chaikel.**My father didn't
believe in the war. He went to
university to become a teacher then
came up here to Canada in the "60s.
I guess I was inspired by them.”’

Chaikel said she did not believe
war should be happening in the Gulf.
She spoke to Brooks students after
a march from the school to the
cenotaph Wednesday

‘‘We as Brooks students believe
that this war should not happen. We
realize we cannol stop the war but
we can say, we as students, care
about what happens to our earth. As
Canadians we should lead the way
to peace; if our fniends and family
are drafted this will just say we sup-
port the war. We are the ones who
may have to live with the conse-
quences of this disaster.

**Make peace not war!"’

More than 100 students joined the
protest chanting the now familiar,
“*No blood for oil”", “*Hell no we
won't go, we won't fight for Tex-
aco’’ and a few other phrases, as
well as singing the national anthem.
They also carned banners with peace
signs and phrases, Peace on Earth,
Make Love not War, No Blood for
Oil and Give Peace a Chance.

*‘I think it's ridiculous to kill peo-
ple over oil and money,"" said stu-
dent Lucien Ervington.

Brian Garneau agreed with his
classmate, *‘I don't belicve we
should be fighting for oil, plus I
don’t think it's really any of
Canada’s business."’

Most students cited oil as the chief
reason the U.S.-led multinational
forces were fighung to liberate
Kuwait

But a few older students gathered
around the tclevision sets at a local

store were not impressed with the
student protests

*"The younger crowd has to watch
the news and understand it,"" said
Scott Maslen, 18 **A lot don’t know
what they're protesting. I asked
some of the Brooks kids what was
happening and who was in the Gulf
and they didn’t know. This could be
World War 11 and our future.””

As the students talked, live televi-
sion broadcasts could be heard in the
background. An air raid siren was
wailing in the Saudi Arabian city of
Dhahran and newscasters looked
grim as they stood their ground un-
tl the last possible second before
donning gas masks and running off
to bomb shelters

Maslen said if Canada began con-
scription: “‘I'm not afraid to go if I
have to. That's the way it goes. I'd
rather not. I'm much more into

Arlen Drury, 16, said he was not
sure whether he would go to war if
he was drafted but he is afraid for
soldiers who do come back and arc
‘‘pushed away'' as other soldiers
were coming back from an un-
popular war,

“I just don't want to see that
happen "

Nineteen-year-old Andy Evans
said he would not go if drafted.

*“There are other way to solve a
cnisis other than fighting."
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for peace

HIGH SCHOOL student Danya Chaikel talks to her peers during
a peace demonstration held last week. She was one of the
organizers of the Brooks rally

Discipline planned for truant protesters

Junior high school students who
lefi classes last week to join in peace
marches will be disciplined.

**“The overhwhelming majority
came back (after lunch),”’ said
Brooks junior high principal Tony
Smith said *“I think the students who
organized it were trying to be
responsible and cared about what is
happening. They gave up their own
time, lunchime. That was fine."*

Last Wednesday Brooks students
marched to the cenotaph to protest
Canadian involvement in the Gulf
War.

Front Page of the Town Crier, 21/01/1991.

Thursday what was supposed to be
a peaceful sit-in at Oceanview turn-
ed into a walk-out and a march to
Brooks school for some students

Disciplinary action will be taken
against Brooks students who did not
return to class Wednesday and
against a small number when Ocean-
view students disrupted classes
Thursday and were joined by Brooks
students, Smith said.

Oceanview principal Gary Koski
said school staff was disappointed
with the behaviour of some of the
students but any disciplinary action

was between the school, students and
parents.

**It was supposed to be a peaceful
sit-in. We had all kinds of kids that
came back to school and some who
didn’t,”” he said.

He said skipping class, even
students who had legitimate concerns
about the Gulf War, would be
treated like any truancy sitvation.

*“There were some students who
felt strongly enough but understood
the consequence (of missing class).
That made me feel good."'



