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Re-opening our doors to the public!
After closing the museum back in March, we are excited to be
open to visitors once more as of June 1st. COVID-19
protocols are still in place and must be followed: please wear a
mask throughout your entire visit and sanitize your hands
upon entry. We look forwards to seeing you again or
participating in some of our summer programming!
Unfortunately, the Forestry Museum will be closed for
Summer 2021 as we re-organize the museum's spaces.
Hours of Operation: Tuesday to Saturday 10 to 3 pm
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Community Feedback Survey
In the last few months, we have been refreshing our work
space, as well as setting goals for where we would like to
see ourselves and exhibits in the coming years. Our
mission is to continue providing exciting and educational
programming, and insuring that the archival collections
are publicly accessible, all the while making sure our
exhibits are inclusive, informative, educational, and
engaging for our visitors.
We recognize that while we have enjoyed the current
exhibits and how much they showcase our artifact
collection, there is a lot missing from them as well. Going
forwards, we hope to expand these exhibits to represent
and celebrate the contributions of more cultures and
communities, not just those that make up the historic
community, but also those who call the regional district
home, today.
We are encouraging the public to fill out our survey, and
provide feedback on exhibits as well as programming.
Fill out the survey here:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NSJL9KL

This year all donations
will be going towards
the purchase of new
exhibit cases, new
museum signage, and
programming. Help us
reach our goal: donate
at the museum!

GOAL
$ 50,000
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Meet the Team!
In June, we welcomed two summer students to the museum: Kayla and Joseph. Kayla will be
taking a deep dive into our archives as well as leading papermaking pop-ups this summer, and
Joseph will be working closely with our object collection as well as leading historical tours of
Willingdon Beach. Say hi to Kayla and Joseph!

Kayla Reed
Archival Assistant
My name is Kayla and I am currently a student
at VIU Nanaimo where I plan to graduate next
June with a BA in Indigenous Studies and
Geography. I grew up here in Powell River, and
some of my hobbies include gardening, baking,
and spending time outdoors. I also have a huge
interest in local history and genealogical
research, and one of my favourite places to
visit over the years has been the Royal BC
Museum in Victoria. I am very excited to be
working at the PRHMA this summer!

Joseph Clark
Collections Assistant
Hi! My name is Joseph Clark, I’m a 19 year old
student at Camosun College. Currently, I am
studying kinesiology to become a physiotherapist
and help others reach their health and fitness
goals. I lead a pretty active life, I have played
soccer since I was 5, and I love hiking, camping,
biking, swimming, and kayaking. After living in
Powell River my whole life, I have witnessed the
amazing scenery here, but I honestly don’t know a
lot about PR’s history. I chose to work here over
the summer because I want to learn about how
this town developed into what it is today, and
check out cool artifacts along the way.

A Taste
of

Powell River's

History

HOW TO MAKE IT
Slice cold boiled potatoes and a
little onion, season with salt and

POTATO SALAD
SUBMITTED TO THE POWELL RIVER COOK BOOK BY
MRS. HARRY WILLIS

pepper and celery salt. Slice
cucumber and shred some

Rose Bernard Burkhart was born to Jacob Burkhart and Eva Wilin on
the 16th of October 1877 in Alma, Wisconsin, USA. Rose was named

lettuce; cut in a few hard-boiled
after her sister, also called Rose, who sadly passed away at the

eggs. Do this in layers and mix
age of two, the year Rose Bernard was born.

with mayonnaise dressing. Quite
moist.

In 1911, Rose immigrated to Canada and met Harry Wingfield Willis,
who moved to Powell River that same year. Harry was the son of
John Willis and Charlotte Chalmers of Lanark County, Ontario and
trained as an Engineer with The Powell River Company.

Rose and Harry welcomed three children; twins John and Harry in
1913 - the first twins to be born in the Townsite, and Francis Willis in
1914. The family lived at 5857 Ash Street (320 Second Street) until
1966, when the home was moved to 4552 Redonda Ave.

A huge thank you to Doug Dodsworth: Rose and Harry’s great
grandson, for the family information.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
PHOTO ID: 1967.1.37
HERMAN ROESCH

Have you ever wondered about the people in

This wasn’t the only unfortunate event Herman

the

the

Roesch was involved in. Within a few years of

paintings, on the building presently occupied

the incident, his home caught fire and his wife

by

was killed. Later in life, Roesch had applied for

murals

32

on

Lakes,

Survivor

1911

Marine

is

a

Avenue?

photo

Herman

One

of

captioned

Roesch.”

What

“Sole
is

the

story behind this photo?

a business license from the village of Westview
and

hoped

specializing
The man in the photo posing with the remains

to
in

open

a

chicken

barbeque
dinners.

restaurant,

Unfortunately,

he passed away before this became a reality.

of a boatwreck is Herman Frederic Roesch.
Roesch was a Swiss immigrant born in 1880,

Herman Roesch died at his home in Westview

who

and

near Grief Point on June 26, 1946 at the age of

On

66. It seems that even after his death, unlucky

sailboat

events continued to follow the Roesch family.

owned by Oscar Bryon with two other men,

Less than a year after Herman’s death, a tree

Charles Phipps and Ralph Faro. Tragically, the

stump went awry due to blasting in the area

boat capsized, tossing all on board into the

and

ocean. Phipps and Faro were drowned, while

landed right on top of his home.

came

began
April

to

23,

to

the

work
1911,

in

Powell
the

Roesch

River

logging
set

off

Mr. Roesch survived the wreck.

area

industry.

on

a

was

shot

into

the

air.

The

large

stump

Artifact Tales
Ice Cream Maker
ID # : 1965.109.1
Donated by: Peter Rodgers
The long running company known as White
Mountain Freezer, made this ice cream
maker from our collection, in the early 20th
century. It consists of 3 major parts: the
bucket, the crank, and the inner can. To make
the ice cream, you would pour salt and milk
into the inner can, place the lid on top, and
then place the ice in the bucket. As you crank
the device, the salt would lower the freezing
point of the ice, and the ice’s cold
temperature in the inner bucket made a thin
layer of milk freeze on the inside of the can.
The rotating wings, or paddle, which was
turned by the crank, would scrape off the
frozen milk, and let a new layer freeze. By
the end of this process, you would be left
with cold, delicious ice cream!
To view the process check out this video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=9Pj8Sx5Z8E0

Did you know that July 19th
is Ice Cream Day! Celebrate
with us by sharing your
favorite ice cream flavor on
our Facebook page!
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Doug Mobley
Innovator & Digitization Guru
In June, we celebrated #MuseumWeek2021, which was themed around Creativity this
year. During the week, we featured our very own #Innovator here at the PRHMA; Doug
Mobley. After retiring at the mill from the Engineering and IT Departments, Doug
started volunteering at the museum. For the last 13 years, he has worked on digitization
projects and has now digitized over 61,000 pages of newspapers! In 2018, Doug hand
built a frame to assist him with the digitization process. This frame allows a camera to be
moved in any position and can scan any large archival document, including maps,
paintings etc. at high resolutions. In 2021, Doug generously donated the frame to the
PRHMA, to use for any future digitization projects.
Thank you Doug for your innovation and for allowing us to search through decades of
newspapers effortlessly!
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The Crafty Corner
Fun activities for kids !

Nature
Scavenger Hunt
Explore the outdoors with
this fun scavenger hunt
this summer!
This activity is for children
of all ages and promotes
learning about nature as
well as encourages its
appreciation.

What you will need:
Checklist + Pencil
Paper Bag
Pick-up for free at the
Powell River Museum, July
through August 2021.

Reflexions:

After you have collected all your treasures,
come back to the museum for a participation
prize! Don't forget to tag us in your photos
@PRHMuseum
*you can also download the checklist on our website here

Which item was your
favorite?
Which was most
difficult to find?
Which did you find
first?
What senses did you
use on your hunt? What
did you smell in nature?
Feel? Hear?

DESIGNED BY DANI CROSBY
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UPCOMING AT THE PRHMA
To stay up to date, follow us on

Summer Programs
Historic Willingdon Beach Tours

Papermaking Pop-Ups

1 - 2 pm | July 7 & 21, August 4 & 18

12 - 3 pm | July 10 & 24, August 14

Enjoy a casual stroll through the
Willingdon Beach Park, meanwhile
learning about the area's past. Topics
will include tidbits on the Willingdon
Arena and the Michigan Landing log
dump, as well as the original beach
bathhouses, and more!

Wondering
what
to
do
Saturday
afternoon? Stop by our tent and get
hands-on making paper from recycled
material! Average activity time: 30
minutes. Children of all ages welcomed!

By donation. No prior registration
required. The tour will start at the
museum.

4790 Marine Avenue
Powell River, BC V8A 4Z5
Tuesday to Saturday
10 am - 3 pm
info@powellrivermuseum.ca
604-485-2222
www.powellrivermuseum.ca

By donation. No prior registration
required. The Pop-Up will be located in
front of the Forestry Museum at
Willingdon Beach and open for drop-ins
from 12 - 3 pm.

Constest!
A Taste of Powell River's History
Bi-weekly through June, July & August
Every two weeks, all summer long, we will be
sharing a recipe on our Facebook page from a
cookbook in our archival collection. Re-create the
recipe, share it with us, and your name will be
entered into a draw for the chance to win a prize!

